Clinical rationale for using an overhead speaker in evaluation of hearing aids.
A variable that has received little attention in the psychoacoustic evaluation of the hearing aid is the position of loudspeakers with respect to the listener, particularly the azimuth of the loudspeaker, which is used for presenting the competing message. In the past, a variety of locations have been used, some of which can bias the outcome of the evaluation. For this reason, this article suggests the use of an overhead speaker to deliver the competing signal. The overhead placement provides a neutral location that is highly desirable for making reliable repeated speech performance comparisons. In addition, the overhead speaker can be easily adapted to the testing environment while it produces the effect of surrounding the listener with the competing signal.